
An urban environment is one where humans have built lots of buildings. Towns and cities are urban 
environments. As humans have built more and more of these places, they have created new types 
of habitats. Some animals have adapted to survive in these areas better than others. Unfortunately, 
not all of them are welcome.

One of the biggest fans of urban environments is rats. Rats are an important part of the food chain, 
but they can be dangerous for humans. They spread diseases, ruin food and damage buildings. 
They love the food that humans throw away and are extremely intelligent. They have been known 
to work as a team to steal eggs and meat from market stalls.

It isn’t always a good thing for the animals when they start to move into urban environments. 
Elephants and lions are often killed in Africa when they get too close to human settlements. Lions 
hunt farmer’s animals, and elephants are very destructive. 

Monkeys have populated lots of cities across the world. They are often treated as pests because 
they harass people to steal their food. They can also be very aggressive.
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Retrieve
Which animals are killed in Africa 
because they damage human 
buildings? 

Vocabulary
Write a definition for the word 
“urban”.

Which phrase tells you that rats like 
urban environments?

Which word means “clever”?

Infer
What evidence is there that rats are 
clever? 


