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School Accessibility Plan

This Accessibility Plan is drawn up in compliance with current legislation and 
requirements as specified in Schedule 10, relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010.
The Act defines disability as when a person has a ‘physical or mental impairment, which has a substantial and long term adverse effect on that person’s ability to carry out normal day to day activities.’ 
Horsley School wants every child to play as full a part as possible in school life. 
Horsley School’s accessibility plan will aim to:
· Increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum
· Improve the physical environment to enable disabled pupils to take better advantage of education, benefits and facilitates provided
· Improve the availability of accessible information to disabled pupils
It should be noted that the law on disability discrimination is different from the rest of the Act in a number of ways. It protects people who are disabled but not people who are not disabled. In practice, this means that schools are allowed to treat disabled pupils more favourably than non-disabled pupils and in some cases are required to do so, by making reasonable adjustments to put them on a more level footing with pupils without disabilities. This means that disabled pupils may be treated differently.
Horsley School recognises that it has a duty to supply auxiliary aids and services as reasonable adjustments where these are not being supplied through SEND statements / EHCPs or from other sources. This means that: 
Where something a school does places a disabled pupil at a disadvantage compared to other pupils then the school must take reasonable steps to try and avoid that disadvantage.
 
Schools will be expected to provide an auxiliary aid or service for a disabled pupil when it would be reasonable to do so and if such an aid would alleviate any substantial disadvantage that the pupil faces in comparison to non-disabled pupils. Such aids could be hearing loops, adaptive keyboards, special software. The key test is reasonableness as far as what the school can be expected to provide.

Horsley School takes a strategic view in planning for disabled pupils and will fully consider potential, together with any reasonable adjustments.

	Target
	Tasks
	Timescale
	Finance
	Responsibility
	Monitoring
	Success Criteria

	ACCESS TO CURRICULUM

Ensure access to computer technology appropriate for pupils with disabilities.


	▪ Computing action plan includes purchase of computer technology for pupils with disabilities.


	As required - unless needs of pupils in school require immediate action.
	IT equipment budget
	Headteacher
Senco

Computing Subject Leader
	Governors.
	Access to appropriate computer technology will be improved for all disabled pupils.



	ACCESS TO CURRICULUM

Reflect identified areas of need in lesson planning and delivery.
	▪ Incorporate Quality First Teaching into all planning.

▪ Ongoing programme of staff training in disability awareness to reflect diverse needs of students within the school & anticipatory duties.

▪ Purchase of resources to increase student participation.


	Ongoing.
	Curriculum plans.
	All staff.
	S.L.T.

Governors.
	Improved access to curriculum for all pupils.

	ACCESS TO CURRICULUM

Prioritise student participation in school activities.


	▪ Promote student awareness of the rights of the child, especially Article 23: Children should have special care & support if they need it.

▪ Ensure student activities are accessible to all students.


	Ongoing.
	SDP
	Governors.

Pastoral support.
	S.L.T.

Governors.
	Increased participation in school life for students with disabilities.



	SCHOOL POLICIES

Ensure all policies consider the implications of Disability Access.
	▪ Consider all policies in view of priorities.
	Ongoing.
	n/a.
	Governors.
	Governors.
	Access to all aspects of school life for all students.

	SCHOOL BUILDINGS

Ensure that access to school buildings and site can meet diverse pupil needs.
	▪ Accessibility & clarity of signs and markings around school.

▪ Awareness of independent access. 


	Ongoing.
	
	S.L.T

Governors.
	Governors.
	Access to school buildings and site improved.

	CLASSROOMS

Ensure that classrooms are optimally organised for disabled pupils within current restraints.

Identify needs & actions for future improvements.


	▪ Plan classrooms in accordance with pupil need.

▪ Organise resources within classrooms to reflect student need.

▪ Incorporate accessibility into any proposed structural alternatives.

▪ Provide quiet areas within the school.

▪ Think beyond the ramp. Look at accessibility in all areas of school life.


	Ongoing.
	
	S.L.T

Governors.
	Governors.
	Appropriate use of resources for diverse needs of pupils with disabilities.

	NEWSLETTERS & DOCUMENTS

Availability of all school documents in alternative formats.
	▪ Letters in first language.

▪ Large print & audio when required.
▪ Website
▪ E-mail / text.
	Ongoing.
	
	S.L.T

Governors.
	Governors.
	Information to pupils with disabilities and parents / carers will be improved.


Consideration must be given to the school’s situation as regards accessibility. 

The school would like to be able to accommodate all children with a disability but is much restricted by its building. The doorways are narrow and the corridors change width and surface covering. There are many changes of ground floor level and very little flexibility for ramps to allow access for wheelchairs. 
The school would encourage parents to view the buildings and assess for themselves the accessibility required. Parents may be encouraged to consult the local authority and visit other schools in the area which may be better placed for particular needs where modifications are not possible.
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