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Christmas Stockings
Can you see the Christmas stockings in this picture?



Christmas Stockings
Do you know what a Christmas stocking is?

tradition

It’s a large sock that many people who 
celebrate Christmas hang up on Christmas Eve.

For some people, hanging up a Christmas 
stocking on Christmas Eve is an important 
Christmas tradition. On Christmas Day, they 
wake up to find small gifts in their stocking. 

tradition – Something that a group of people do 
again and again at a particular time. Often, 
traditions have been repeated over many years. 
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Christmas Stockings

Stockings are an item of clothing that covers up the feet and legs. 
Stockings are longer than socks and cover more of the leg than socks do.

Some people hang up socks instead of stockings 
on Christmas Eve.

Some people have the tradition of 
putting out a pillowcase or 
something else on Christmas Eve.

Some people don’t put out or hang 
up anything. Everyone has 
different traditions. 



Why Do Some People Hang up 
Christmas Stockings?

We cannot be sure of the reason why some people 
hang up stockings on Christmas Eve but it is thought 
that the tradition may have started up because of an 
old tale from many years ago.



Why Do Some 
People Hang up 

Christmas Stockings?

Long ago, there lived a rich 
man. He owned a lot of land 
and always looked after the 
people who lived on his land. 
He was always kind to others.

One year, the crops did not 
grow on his land and this 
happened for more than one 
year in a row. This meant 
that all the people who lived 
on the rich man’s land had no 
food to eat.

The man spent all his money 
on making sure the people 
who lived on his land had 
food to eat. 



The man and his three grown-
up daughters then lived in a 
small cottage together and 
had very little money.

St. Nicholas (now known as 
Father Christmas) heard 
about the hard time the 
family were having and how 
kind and caring the man was.

The story goes that St. 
Nicholas travelled to the 
cottage of the man and his 
three daughters in the middle 
of the night.



He threw three bags of gold 
coins down the chimney, into 
the stockings that the 
daughters had hung up to dry.

The man and his daughters 
were surprised and delighted 
to find the gold coins in the 
morning. 



People told each other the 
story of what happened to the 
man and his daughters. 

A tradition started that people 
would hang up their stockings 
so that St. Nicholas could 
bring them a gift in the night. 



Where Do People Hang Christmas Stockings?

Traditionally, people hung socks and stockings near to the fireplace, 
where the chimney was. In houses where there is a mantelpiece, they 
might be hung on this.

The chimney is the place where the coins came down in the old tale.

The chimney is also how Father Christmas enters some homes, so the 
stockings are near to him when he arrives.

mantelpiece – The mantelpiece 
is the shelf above a fireplace.
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Where Do People Hang Christmas Stockings?

Nowadays, people hang stockings in lots of different places.

Sometimes, they put them on the 
end of their beds or somewhere else 
in the house.

Sometimes, stockings are put up 
before Christmas Eve as part of the 
Christmas decorations.



Where Do People Hang Christmas Stockings?

There is a famous poem about Christmas that mentions where stockings 
were hung in the past. The poem was written around 200 years ago. 
This is the first part of the poem:

‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house, 
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. 

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.’



Inside Christmas Stockings

Traditionally, here are some things that might be found in a Christmas 
stocking on Christmas morning.

nuts

fruit

sweets

toys



Inside Christmas Stockings

One special tradition
for some people is to 
find an orange inside 
their stocking.

In the past, people used to say that an orange was like the bag of gold 
coins that the daughters found in their stocking in the old tale. 

Why do you think they said that? 
How is an orange like a bag of gold coins?

“Santa Stocking” by neelam279 is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/


Nowadays, Christmas stockings come in all sorts of designs.

“Christmas” by rosecoutre0, “Stockings” by scentsableair, “Christmas” by shonamcq, and “Santa’s Arm” by JillWellington are licensed under CC BY 2.0

Some are plain and 
some have patterns.

Some are big and 
some are small.

Christmas Stockings

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/


Who is hanging up a Christmas stocking here?

“Christmas” by rosecoutre0, “Stockings” by scentsableair, “Christmas” by shonamcq, and “Santa’s Arm” by JillWellington are licensed under CC BY 2.0

Christmas Stockings

This is Samantha 
Cristoforetti. She is 
an astronaut.
This is a picture of 
her hanging up the 
Christmas stockings 
when spending a 
Christmas in space, 
on the International 
Space Station.

For people who 
celebrate Christmas, 
the tradition of 
hanging up stockings 
has spread around 
the world… and even 
out to space!
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