
How to Support Your Child’s 

Reading at Home 

  
At BPS, Reading VIPERS are used to support children with their reading 

comprehension skills. It would be brilliant if you could also refer to VIPERS when 

listening to your child read at home.  

We introduce reading VIPERS to children in Key Stage 2. If your child is in Key 

Stage 1 they may not be familiar with the VIPERS terminology, however the 

question stems provided below will still be relevant and accessible to them.  

What are Vipers? 

VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the six reading domains as part of the 

UK’s reading curriculum.  They are the key areas which we feel children need to 

know and understand in order to improve their comprehension of texts. 

What does VIPERS stand for? 

Vocabulary - the words used in a text 

Inference - a conclusion or opinion reached on the basis of evidence and 

reasoning 

Prediction – estimation of what will happen in the future based on previous 

reading 

Explanation - describing in more detail, saying why something has happened  

Retrieval - find or extract key information 

Sequence or Summarise – arrange in chronological order or give a brief 

statement of the main points 

How do I use VIPERS? 

VIPERS can be used on any text that a child is reading. Below are some examples 

of how you can create your own questions to ask your child using the following 

question openers. These questions can be asked at the end of, or during your 20 

minute reading session. You do not need to record any of your answers, just 

having the discussions would be great! 



KS1 Question Openers 

 

KS2 Question Openers 


