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Welcome back to the new academic year. | do hope you had a restful summer break and
enjoyed some quality family fime. Personally, following a lovely break, | was very glad to get
back to the routine of schooll Before we get into the new academic year, we would also like to
say a big thank you for all the thoughtful cards and gifts we received at the end of the summer
term. They were very much appreciated. We certainly don't expect anything, but it was
incredibly kind of you and very lovely to receive such thoughtful gestures. As we make our way
into the new academic year, there are a few important updates and items worthy of sharing.

New Staff
We welcome Mrs Bryan, who is taking Badgers Class during Miss McDermott's maternity leave.
She is already feeling like one of the Horsley family!

Arts Week and the Story of the Good Samaritan

The children have spent the first two days exploring the story of the Good Samaritan through a
range of arts activities. This is a special story for us as it links directly with our Christian vision and
school values. It has also provided a lovely opportunity for the children to transition gently back
into school life. Do ask your children about the story and what they have been doing.

Wrap-Around Care

Our new wrap-around care service has begun in full swing. The Atlas team are proving to be a
very dynamic bunch and are keen to provide a high-quality service. Please be reminded that, if
you wish to book your child into Breakfast or After-School Club, this needs to be done via the
Atlas website. Please also be aware that, if children are not collected within 10 minutes of the
end of the school day, they will be directed to our after-school care provider and a charge will
be made by Atlas Sports. Thank you for your understanding in this regard.

Windows and Doors Update

Following a successful funding bid, we now have some very nice — and expensive!l — new
windows and doors. These have been sourced in partnership with the Diocese of Gloucester to
ensure that they meet the necessary requirements. The project is now almost complete.

Library Update

Over the holidays, the library project has been completed. Our rainforest-themed library is
looking rather smart! Recent artwork by local community artist Lee Kirby has greatly enhanced
the rainforest theme. Do take a look when you are next in school. Thank you also to the FHS, who
has provided a very generous donation towards the project.

School Playground

The school playground has also had a revamp. Alas, the wooden structure in the lower
playground has had to be removed as it was rofting and coming to the end of its lifespan.
However, its removal has opened up much more space for the children at playtimes.
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Attendance and School Holidays

Once again, as the new academic year unfolds, we kindly ask that you do not book holidays
during term time. The school cannot authorise holidays during term time. Schools are held to
account for pupil attendance, and we work closely with the Local Authority to ensure that
children attend school regularly. Your support in this regard is therefore very much appreciated.
If your child is genuinely unwell, it is, of course, important that they have the appropriate time at
home to recover. Please remember that children should remain away from school for 48 hours
following the last episode of vomiting or diarrhoea. However, if your child is simply tired or a little
under the weather but otherwise well enough to attend, please do send them into school. We
will make appropriate adjustments where we can and, if your child becomes unwell during the
school day, we will contact you.

Contact Details

Next week, we will be sending out our annual data collection sheets. It is imperative that we
have up-to-date contact details on file, particularly should we need to contact you in an
emergency. Please check the information very carefully and help us by informing the school of
any relevant changes. Please check, sign and return these forms by Friday 11t September.

Trips and Charges

Teachers are keen to ensure that children are provided with a range of trips and experiences to
enhance their learning. In recent years, however, the cost of trips has increased considerably,
particularly as a result of rising tfransport costs. As we move into the academic year and staff
begin planning and scheduling exciting opportunities for the children, please be mindful that
many trips rely upon voluntary contributions from parents and carers. Where insufficient
contributions are received, unfortunately, a trip may not be financially viable and may therefore
be unable to go ahead. Last year, a number of trips came very close to being cancelled for this
reason. Making voluntary contributions by the requested deadline, rather than after the trip has
taken place, helps us considerably when determining whether an activity can proceed.

Thank you for helping us to continue providing these wonderful experiences for the children.

Year 6 SATs

We also ask that you ensure your child is in school during Year 6 SATs week. We are proud of the
very balanced approach we take towards SATs. Our focus remains firmly on ensuring that
children leave us well prepared for Key Stage 3, rather than simply preparing children for tests.
Compared with the local and national picture, our children continue to do well. However, in a
small school, the absence of even one or two pupils during SATs week can have a
disproportionate effect on the school's published outcomes. In a cohort of 10 children, for
example, each child represents 10% of the cohort. Published data does not always
communicate the context behind those figures and can therefore give a misleading picture of
the school's overall outcomes. Whatever our individual views about the national assessment
system, it is the system within which schools currently operate. Ensuring that children are in school
during SATs week allows them to demonstrate what they know and can do and helps the
school's published outcomes to reflect the achievements of the whole cohort and the
partnership work that we undertake to achieve the best outcomes. Thank you for your support in
this regard.

Birthday Sweets, Cakes and Biscuits

Please be aware that, from this year, we will unfortunately no longer be able to support the
bringing of sweets, cakes or biscuits intfo school to mark birthdays. Whilst sharing a birthday treat
is a lovely ideq, in practice it brings a number of challenges. Parents have raised concerns about
sweets and sugar in relation to our healthy-eating approach; some products may contain, or
have been prepared alongside, nuts and other allergens; and there are inevitably issues around
dietary requirements and individual family preferences. There can also be an unintended
expectation or cost for families associated with providing treats for a whole class.
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We also want staff at the end of the school day to remain focused on the children and their
learning and wellbeing, rather than organising and distributing birthday foods. Parents are, of
course, welcome to hand out birthday treats to other parents and carers once children have left
the school premises. Families can then choose whether they wish to accept them.

Please do, however, continue to send your child into school in birthday attire on their birthday, or
on a nearby day if their special occasion falls during the school holidays. We will continue to
mark birthdays in our Congratulations Assemblies and issue birthday cards. We enjoy celebrating
these important days with them! Naturally, the expectation remains that children attend school
on their birthday when it falls on a school day. Thank you for your understanding and support.

Leadership Structure

| am excited to be starting the school year once again as the substantive Headteacher, rather
than as an Executive Headteacher working across schools. This means | will be able to spend
considerably more time in classrooms, working alongside staff and getting to know the children
and their learning even better. | will continue to undertake some school improvement work with
a local Trust on Thursdays, alongside occasional SIAMS inspection work. Mrs Everett, as our
appointed Senior Leader, will therefore be available on Thursdays. Mr Feldon, our Assistant
Headteacher, will be available Monday to Wednesday and on Fridays.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Update

Please be aware that Mrs Everett will continue to lead SEND across the school. With my own
specialist background in SEND, | will be supporting Mrs Everett particularly with SEND provision in
Key Stage 2. Mrs Hurst will also provide support, including with the implementation of our THRIVE
strategy. More information about this will follow.

Schools are seeing a growing number of requests to support families with ADHD and autism
assessments. As a small school, we will work as quickly and effectively as possible to provide
families and external professionals with the information they require. Your patience and
understanding in this regard are much appreciated. If you have any concerns relating to SEND,
please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Everett.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do get in touch. | am very much
looking forward to the year ahead and to seeing what our children achieve.

Warm regards

Gary Price
Headteacher




